A Study of the Book of Numbers
Introduction:
As we study the Book of Numbers, we will see illustrations of God’s guidance, the consequences of rebellion, the importance of trust, and His mercy even in judgement. In saying this, the Book of Numbers is as much a vivid, human story as it is a legal and theological record.
Numbers records the tragic consequences of human unbelief and rebellion while demonstrating God’s enduring covenant faithfulness, righteous holiness, and supernatural daily provision.
In an age of modern theologians and movements to “deconstruct” Christianity, the authenticity of the author of Numbers and the Pentateuch has been called into question without archaeological or documentary evidence. But unbroken Jewish tradition, historical testimony, and the early Christian Church identify Moses as the author of Numbers during the wilderness wanderings, approximately dated ______________BC, as well as the rest of the Pentateuch. Numbers 33:2 (NASB) states: “Moses recorded their starting places according to their journeys by the command of the Lord”. 
Jesus cited the bronze serpent as a prophetic type or typification of is crucifixion (John 3:14-15) and the Apostle Paul referenced Israel’s wilderness judgements as warnings for the Church (1 Cor 10:1-11 and also referenced in Hebrews 3:7-19). With this and other given evidence, we can faithfully accept the Book of Numbers as a true, faithful, divinely ordered and inspired account of historical facts, written by the hand of Moses. Rev. Dr. William Jones, in The Preacher’s Complete Homiletic Commentary, states this way: “We conclude then, with confidence, that nothing has been as yet alleged which disturbs the generally-accepted views respecting the authorship of this book (of Numbers). It is, in substance, the work of Moses”.
Major Themes in the Book of Numbers
· The Tragic Cost of Unbelief
· The Holiness and Justice of God
· Sovereign Grace and Miraculous Preservation
· The faithful Remnant and Divine Continuity
Session 1: (and this session will be information by firehose, but its foundational)
In the Hebrew, this Book of Numbers is called ____________________________
The name by which it is commonly known in the English and other languages is of course, “The Book of Numbers”, which is derived from the two “numberings” or census takings of Israel during the wilderness experience. 
· The former census taking was in the 2nd year of their journey after leaving Egypt in the Wilderness of Sanai. This was the Census of the ______________________________, 
Numbers Chapters 1-4
· Num 1:1-4  Then the LORD spoke to Moses in the wilderness of Sinai, in the tent of meeting, on the first of the second month, in the second year after they had come out of the land of Egypt, saying, 2  "Take a census of all the congregation of the sons of Israel, by their families, by their fathers' households, according to the number of names, every male, head by head 3  from twenty years old and upward, whoever is able to go out to war in Israel, you and Aaron shall number them by their armies. 4  "With you, moreover, there shall be a man of each tribe, each one head of his father's household
· Num 2:34  Thus the sons of Israel did; according to all that the LORD commanded Moses, so they camped by their standards, and so they set out, every one by his family according to his father’s household.
· Num 4:49 NASB  According to the commandment of the LORD through Moses, they were numbered, everyone by his serving or carrying; thus these were his numbered men, just as the LORD had commanded Moses.

· This census was specific to “men of fighting age”, 20 years old and up, which totaled _________________ men. 
· This census did not include the women and children age 19 and under. So this is not the total number of the Children of Israel that left Egypt, which is estimated closer to ________________ souls (if each man had a wife and an average of 2 children), possibly more. 
· This census also did not include the _____________________________
who were consecrated to the Priestly office and by express authority of God were exempted from military service. 
· The Levites kept their own census of males from 1 month old and up for a total of ______________. 
· There was also a practical law known as the ________________________
· Rather than the first-borns of all families being set apart for God (which totaled 22,273), the Tribe of Levi became a substitute for God in their place 1 for 1, with a ransom collected from the 273 that were more than the 22,000 Levites.
· In addition to the numbering, each of the tribes were assigned a specific encampment position around the __________________, with the Levites assigned to guard the Tabernacle and transport the _____________________.
· Each tribe also had their own “standard” or ____________________________ 
according to their father’s household (the father of the tribe, i.e. Judah, Issachar, Dan, etc.)
· God also selected ______________ to assist Moses with the census.
· In addition to taking the census for the purpose of accounting for all men of military age, God also used the census to establish the _____________________
__________________ and Priesthoods and establish duties for the leadership of _________________ as He desired it. This included the duties of the Worship Experience, the Tabernacle or Tent of Meeting, and the most holy objects of Worship.
· Numbers 3:4 is a very significant verse relating to this issue of the Worship Experience. It says that “Nadab and Abihu, (two of Aaron’s sons who served in the priestly office), died in the presence of the LORD when they offered strange fire before the LORD in the wilderness of Sanai”.  
· Willfully offering Worship to God that is not according to His design and standard can bring about death, whether physical death or spiritual separation, whether in the moment or over time, to the one who does so particularly in the leadership of Godly Worship.
· The latter census taking was 38 years later, or in the 40th and final year in the wilderness wanderings on the edge of the Promise Land in the Plains of Moab. This was the Census of the _______________________________________________, Numbers chapter 26.
· Num 26:1-4 NASB  Then it came about after the plague, that the LORD spoke to Moses and to _______________ the son of Aaron the priest, saying,  (2)  "Take a census of all the congregation of the sons of Israel from twenty years old and upward, by their fathers' households, whoever is able to go out to war in Israel."  (3)  So Moses and Eleazar the priest spoke with them in the plains of Moab by the Jordan at Jericho, saying,  (4)  "Take a census of the people from twenty years old and upward, as the LORD has commanded Moses." Now the sons of Israel who came out of the land of Egypt were:
· Num 26:63-65 NASB  These are those who were numbered by Moses and Eleazar the priest, who numbered the sons of Israel in the plains of Moab by the Jordan at Jericho.  (64)  But among these there was not a man of those who were numbered by Moses and Aaron the priest, who numbered the sons of Israel in the wilderness of Sinai.  (65)  For the LORD had said of them, "They shall surely die in the wilderness." And not a man was left of them, except Caleb the son of 
· Jephunneh and Joshua the son of Nun.
· This latter military census was taken after the ________________________________ of the first generation had been swept away, leaving only the second generation and beyond to that point. This census, again of men of fighting age, 20 years old and above, not including women and children, and not including the Levites, totaled up to _________________.
· The exception was the Levites were numbered separately and included every male from 1 month old and up, which totaled __________________.
· The Levites also received no _______________________________.
Their inheritance was God Himself, the Tabernacle, and the Work of Ministry.
· This census determined the ________________ of the Promise Land among the Children of Isreal, based upon tribal size.
Conclusion:

Each week we will cover a block of Scripture and discuss the major themes, significant events, and Israel’s encounters with God during their wilderness sojourn. This introduction gave an overview of chapters 1-4, but please feel free to read them for your personal growth. Otherwise, the weekly reading will be as follows:
Week 1: Chapters 1-4 and 26 – Introduction and Purpose of the Book of Numbers
Week 2: Chapters 5-10 – Preparation and Organization at Mount Sanai
Week 3: Chapters 11-14 – Rebellion and Wandering in the Wilderness & The 12 Spies
Week 4: Chapters 15-21 – Rebellion and Wandering, continued
Week 5: Chapters 22-30* – The Last of the Exodus Generation and the Preparation of the Canaan Generation
Week 6: Chapters 31-36 – Taking possession of Canaan – The Promised Land and Distribution of the Land Inheritances

