Exodus
Session 6: Worship
SESSION GOALS
Every session has specific goals—things you want your group to walk away knowing, feeling, and committing to do.
 
Main Idea: Worshipping God is not primarily something for us to experience, but an act God has commanded us to joyfully give to him.
 
Head Change: To know that worship is a command from God, not just a feeling or type of music.
 
Heart Change: To feel close to God, even when he seems to be silent.
 
Life Change: To trust that God can continue to help us learn how to worship him throughout our day.

OPENING QUESTIONS
What are some of your most valuable possessions? What, in particular, makes them valuable to you?
 
Most of us own something precious, but an item’s value is not always monetary. Rather, value is often rooted in something personal—its story, who it belonged to, or what it represents. We treasure the things that capture our hearts.
 
So, what does it mean to value God? How should we respond when he captures our hearts?
 
In this final session, Dr. Pointer looks at the remainder of Exodus, examining the way God calls us to worship him. He wants us to worship—to value, treasure, and praise—him.

READ
Read Exodus 23:14–19; 24:1–11; 40:34–38.
 
WATCH VIDEO
Before viewing the session, here are a few important things to look for in Dr. Pointer’s teaching. As you watch, pay attention to how he answers the following questions.
 
· What is worthiness?

· What does it mean to worship God?
 
Show Session 6: Worship (11 minutes).

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
1. Today, it is common to think we can worship God in ways that work best for us. But, we have to remember that only God can accurately define how to worship and glorify him. We need to know what he expects of us. What is your typical habit or mode of worship?
 
2. What importance do you put on the experience of worship? What is the importance of worshipping God in the right way?
 
3. Dr. Pointer made the point that throughout these chapters we get to see how the Law and the sacrificial system helped the Israelites relate to God and each other. In God’s eyes, we worship him through obedience to him and love toward one another. What thought have you given—if ever—to the idea that worship involves the way we relate to others?
 
4. What do our actions toward others communicate about our view of God?
 
Dr. Pointer summarized Exodus 20–40 as a display of what it looks like to worship God. Through a variety of laws, ordinances, and regulations, God laid out exactly how the Israelites were to approach him in worship—whether they were making sacrifices to ask for forgiveness or giving thanks to him. Read Exodus 23:14–19.
 
5. One of the first ways the Israelites were to worship God was through the three holy feasts—Passover, the Feast of Weeks, and the Feast of Tabernacles. What were some of the reasons God gave for celebrating these festivals?
 
6. What Christian holidays to we observe today? In what ways do our holidays celebrate God and remember what he has done?
 
7. Observances like Sunday worship, Christmas, or Easter can seem like just another day in our calendar, but God sees our celebrations as integral parts of worship. What has it looked like for you to intentionally reflect on the meaning behind Christian holy days and use them as opportunities to worship God?
 
8. In Exodus 21–32, Moses received the laws and ordinances from God on top of Mount Sinai. These chapters are filled with detailed instructions that required diligent attention to obey. Today, our woship can feel less rigorous than Israel’s, but it is important to remember that God cares about how he is worshipped and how we live. We still have to be diligent in our service to God. In what ways could we be more diligent in our worship, service, and behavior so that we might better glorify God?
 
9. God’s Word offer us a chance for us to respond to him in loving obedience. Just like the Israelites received the verbal commands of God, we can come to God’s written Word with a heart that desires to honor him. What has it looked like for you to worship God through obedience? What does it look like to obey willingly instead of begrudgingly?
 
The book of Exodus ends with God’s glory covering the tent where he regularly met with his people, also called the tabernacle. His glory filled the tabernacle, making it the holiest place on earth. Read Exodus 40:34–38.
 
10. Verses 36–37 explain that when the cloud was lifted, the Israelites would follow God, but when the cloud rested on the tabernacle, they should remain where they were. God gave his people a rhythm of waiting and movement. Rightly responding to God sometimes requires that we wait for him to act.  What has it looked like for you to wait on God? What prayers are you waiting for him to answer?
 
11. Dr. Pointer explained that the glory cloud was not just emotional reassurance or meant for an ecstatic experience. God’s presence led the Israelites out of the wilderness toward the Promised Land. Where do you see evidence of God’s glory in your life? How has the glory of God been evident in your seasons of transition?
  
12. Just as God dwelt among Israel in the tabernacle, the Holy Spirit dwells within us today. Because of God’s faithfulness to his word, we have become a royal priesthood and chosen people—and God deserves all our worship. What could it look like for you to rest in the truth that God’s glory is with you?
 
13. Throughout the book of Exodus, we’ve seen the constant reminder that God was with the Israelites through the entirety of their journey. He is also with us today, through all of our ups and downs, by the power of the Holy Spirit. When we lose sight of where we’re going, we can trust he will guide us and never leave us. How will you remind yourself of the gift we have in the Holy Spirit this week?

LAST WORD
Despite the Israelites’ constant disobedience and complaining, God remained faithful to them. We are not so different from Israel. It doesn’t take long for us to get frustrated with God, to turn to idols for comfort, or to grumble when life doesn’t go our way. But God is the same yesterday, today, and tomorrow. His love will never change.
 
Take some time to reflect on everything you’ve learned in this series about God’s character. Ask God to help you live your life in a way that reflects your relationship with him—that you’re rescued from the power of sin, chosen for a personal relationship, and part of his kingdom of priests as light in a dark world.
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