Session 3 - The Priesthood

SESSION GOALS

Main Idea: God consecrates priests to represent Him before His people, revealing the weight of His holiness and pointing forward to Jesus, the perfect and final High Priest.

Head Change: To understand why the priesthood was necessary, why Nadab and Abihu’s failure matters, and how the priesthood ultimately points to Christ.

Heart Change: To grow in reverence toward God’s holiness and gratitude for Jesus, our Great High Priest.

Life Change: To approach God with humility and confidence through Christ, while living as faithful representatives of His truth in the world.

OPENING QUESTIONS

Think about a time when you were entrusted with something important. It could have been a responsibility, leadership, or representing someone else. What made that responsibility weighty? How did it affect the way you acted?

In Leviticus 8-10, God appoints priests to stand between a holy God and a sinful people. Their role was sacred and serious. Through them, God’s presence could dwell among Israel. Yet this section also includes one of the most sobering stories in Scripture - the tragedy of Nadab and Abihu. Together, these chapters teach us both the privilege and the danger of approaching a holy God.

In today’s session, Praveen Darole explores what it means to be consecrated for God’s service, why holiness cannot be treated lightly, and how the priesthood ultimately points us to Jesus, our Great High Priest, who makes a way for us to draw near with confidence.

WATCH VIDEO
As you watch, write down how Praveen answers these questions:
· What was the consecration of the priesthood, and why did it matter for Israel?
· Who were Nadab and Abihu, and why is their story so significant?
· How does the priesthood ultimately point us to Jesus as our Great High Priest?
Watch Session 3: The Priesthood (13.16 Minutes)

REVIEW QUESTIONS
1. Praveen explains how the priests were called to guard knowledge and act as God’s messengers to His people. Their consecration in Leviticus 8 established a sacred responsibility to represent God faithfully and make His presence possible among Israel. Why was the consecration necessary before the glory of God could dwell among the people? 

2. What does this teach us about the seriousness of spiritual leadership and representation?

3. Nadab and Abihu approached God in a way He had not commanded, offering “unauthorized fire.” God declares that those who draw near must regard Him as holy. Their story reveals the danger of treating holy things casually or approaching God on our own terms. Why is their story so significant at this point in Leviticus? 

4. What does it teach us about familiarity with spiritual things? 

5. Where are we tempted to assume, “It’s not that big of a deal”?

6. The repeated failure of human priests shows that Israel needed more than rituals. They needed a faithful and perfect mediator. Praveen points us to Jesus as the Great High Priest who never fails and who carries us into God’s presence with confidence. How does the failure of earthly priests deepen your appreciation for Jesus? 

7. What difference does it make that our High Priest is both holy and compassionate?

Read Leviticus 8:1-6 and Malachi 2:7. 
8. What responsibilities were given to the priests? How does Malachi describe their calling? The priesthood was not merely ritual performance but sacred representation - guarding truth, teaching knowledge, and standing between God and His people. 

9. Why does representing a holy God require consecration? What does this reveal about the weight of spiritual influence?

Read 1 Samuel 6:19–20. 
10. What was the people’s response when confronted with God’s holiness? What question do they ask? Unlike Nadab and Abihu, these men were not priests and yet their story reveals the same truth that God’s holiness is not casual, manageable, or predictable. The question “Who can stand before the Lord?” echoes throughout Scripture and exposes humanity’s need for mediation. 

11. What does this passage reveal about our own tendency to approach God casually or without reverence? Where do you see modern culture minimizing the weight of holiness?

Read Hebrews 7:23–28. 

12. How does this passage contrast Jesus with the Levitical priests? Rather than simply repeating Hebrews 4 (confidence to approach), Hebrews 7 shows why that confidence is possible. Earthly priests were many and temporary. Jesus is eternal, sinless, and permanently able to save. His priesthood does not fail, does not need replacement, and does not require sacrifice for His own sin. 

13. How does this expand your understanding of Christ’s priesthood beyond what you already knew? What difference does it make that your mediator is permanently secure?



LAST WORD
Session 3 reminds us that God’s holiness is not distant or symbolic but that it is living, weighty, and worthy of reverence. The priesthood in Leviticus reveals both the privilege and the danger of drawing near to a holy God. Access to His presence is not casual and representing Him is not a light responsibility.

Yet human weakness and failure do not have the final word. The need for a faithful mediator points us beyond earthly priests to Jesus Christ, our perfect and eternal High Priest. He honours God’s holiness completely and represents us without flaw. Because of Him, we do not approach in fear or presumption, but in reverent confidence, trusting not in our own standing, but in His finished work.
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