A Study of the Book of Numbers
Session 5: Chapters 22-26 – God Reverses a Curse on His People, A New Generation Prepared, Sexual Immorality and Idolatry, The Second Census, 

Chapter 22 – Israel’s Encounter with Balak, King of Moab
· The Children of Israel have now reached the Plains of Moab, literally across from Jericho.
· The plains of Moab and actually been conquered by the Amorites whom Israel later conquered, but the name Moab endured.
· Because of fear of the number of the people of Israel and their potential ability to conquer Moab, King Balak hired Balaam, a heathen prophet, to come curse the people of Israel.
· Messengers from Balak carried rewards (“the rewards of divination”) for Balaam to receive if he would successfully pronounce a curse on Israel.
· Although decidedly a heathen prophet, Balaam had some knowledge of the true God because his response to the messengers was for them to abide there overnight and he would tell them what the “LORD” says to him.
· The word Lord here is the name “____________”, the Self-Existent or Eternal one. The extrapolation of name that God identified Himself as in Exodus 3 at the burning bush.
· Balaam’s name means “_____________ of the people”, or “_____________ of the people”. Balak’s name means “____________”.
· Balaam actually prayed to God saying, “__________________________”, or give me a curse to speak over them, so “I can overcome them and drive them out”.
· God instructs Balaam to not return with the messengers to Balak, and refuses to give Balaam a curse for Israel, because they are ____________________.
· The messengers return to Balak with the news and Balak sends his request to Balaam a second time, but this time by princes, men of a higher standard and honor, along with even greater promised rewards. Basically a blank check.
· Balaam answered, “I cannot go beyond _________________________________, not even for Balak’s house filled with silver and gold”. But he again invites the messengers to stay overnight and he would advise them of what the LORD says.
· God in what almost seems as either a sarcastic or angry response, permits Balaam to return with the messengers stating, “but only speak the words that I give you.
· Balaam, his donkey, and the angel – One of the most disputed encounters in the Bible.
· On the way…
· The donkey Balaam was riding on saw the angel of the LORD standing in the passage way with a sword in his hand, and the donkey turned and went into a field. By the way, Balaam didn’t see the angel.
· Balaam, out of anger, swatted the donkey to turn her back to the pathway.
· Then the angel stood again in the pathway of the donkey, between two walls and this time the donkey threw herself against one of the walls, crushing Balaam’s foot against it, and again Balaam strikes the donkey.
· The angel of the Lord showed up a third time, standing in a narrow place where the donkey could turn neither right or left. And the indication is that there wasn’t room for the donkey to turn around either. This time the donkey just threw herself to the ground under Balaam.
· This time, Balaam was enraged and struck the donkey with his staff or rod. Then God caused the donkey to speak.
· Donkey: Why did you do that, hit me 3 times?
· Balaam: Because you mocked me. 
· Donkey: For as long as you have owned and ridden me, have I ever done anything like this to you?
· Some have said, “Balaam ‘the prophet’ didn’t have the sense God gave a donkey.”
· Then God opened Balaam’s eyes and he bowed his head and fell on his face before the angel.
· The angel expressed God’s displeasure with Balaam’s decision to go with the messengers stating: “I went out to withstand you, because your way is perverse before me.
· Balaam confesses “I have _________________. I did not know you were standing in the road to _____________ me. If you are __________________, I’ll go back.”
· But the angel of the LORD said: “Go with the men, but speak only what I tell you to speak”.
· Key: In many instances of encounters with “the angel of the LORD”, the encounter was actually with what is termed as a “Christophany” or a preincarnate Christ. If you follow the conversation, there are indicators that the person is actually speaking with God in the first person. In this instance:
· Angels have no authority to act out of their own ______________ or _________________ with the actions of a person.
· Angels have no authority to _______________________________ (say what “I” say).

Question: Could Balaam’s inability to see the angel been purely the hand of God preventing him from seeing them, or could it have been Balaam’s own selfish motives blinding him?

Question: What could Balaam’s inability to see the angel do to his brag about seeing visions and revelations?

Queston: I stated earlier that this is one of the most disputed encounters in the Bible. Could the rendering of this encounter be metaphor, or do you believe this is a true historical event? Why do you believe either?

Chapter 23 – Balaam’s Oracles
· Continuing from the last chapter, notice that the king, Balak, took Balaam to one of the elevated places of worship to Baal, a false god, near Kiriath-Huzoth. Balaam had Balak build seven altars where they offered a bull and a ram on each one. Then Balaam goes further in hopes that the LORD would meet and speak with him.
· God met Balaam, and Balaam with a sense of arrogant pride declares to God that he had set up the altars and made offerings on them. 
· God’s meeting Balaam was not in response or respect to the offerings given. God’s concern was with His people, having the purpose of turning curses against them into blessings for them.
· The first oracle:
· How shall I curse, whom God has not cursed? Or how shall I defy, whom the LORD has not defied?
· The people (Israel) will dwell alone or in _________________ and will not ________ to other nations. They will be as dust in number. Who can count them.
· This prophecy foretells of those who would be known as “Spiritual Israel”, those who would be grafted into the vine as sons of God through the work of Jesus the Christ and included in the number in Revelation 7:9-17 which no man can number.
· Let my end of life be like his (the righteous man).
· The Second Oracle:
· Again, God meets Balaam at a second location, Pisgah, where he was taken by Balak. 
· The same process. The same burnt offerings.
·  23:19 God is not a man, that he should lie; neither the son of man, that he should repent: hath he said, and shall he not do it? or hath he spoken, and shall he not make it good?
· Behold I have received a command to bless; When He has blessed, then I cannot revoke it.”
· God’s original blessing on Israel is unchanged. The people can shout because He reigns in their midst as King. He has given them strength with deliverance from Egypt. There is no omen or divination that will be successful against Israel. Instead, their victories will cause nations to say about them, “Oh, what God has done!”

Chapter 24 – Balaam’s Third and Fourth Oracle
· The Third Oracle:
· The third location is the top of Mt. Peor. 
· The same process. The same offerings.
· Balaam was now clear that it “pleased the LORD to bless Israel”. Therefore he did not go as he had before to receive enchantments against Israel, but rather set his sights on the camps of Israel seeking an advantage to curse them through his own observations.
· But, the Spirit of God came upon Balaam and his oracle came forth as from a man whose eyes had been opened.
· How fair are your dwelling places. Like broad valleys and gardens by the river. God will send plentiful rain and make your gardens and trees, and every seed fruitful. Your King will be higher than the greatest kings on earth, and your Kingdom will be exalted. God brought you out of Egypt and you have strength as it were as a unicorn. God will deliver all of your adversaries into your hands. Your armies will posture as a crouching lion and who will dare to rouse them. Everyone who blesses you will be blessed, and everyone who curses you will be cursed.
· Balak’s anger burned against Balaam. “Didn’t I tell you I would honor you if you would curse my enemies for me? Yet the LORD has withheld honor from you.” “You have persisted in blessing them.”
· Balaam responded: “Didn’t I tell your messengers, though you gave me your house full of silver and gold, I can not do anything contrary to the command of the LORD?” “What the LORD speaks, that I will speak?”
· “Come and I will advise you what Israel will do to the children of Moab in the days to come.”
· Balaam’s Final Oracle
· He begins with, “The oracle of Balam the son of Beor, And the oracle of the man whose eye is opened”.
· He also describes himself as the oracle “who hears the words of God, and knows the knowledge of the Most High…”
· It is apparent that Balaam had some knowledge of God, but his knowledge was not spiritual or supernatural. Rather is was a knowledge notional and speculative, not as a friend of God. “Having a form of godliness, but denying the power thereof”. (2 Tim 3:5)
· Verse 17: “I see him, but not now; I behold him, but not near; A star will come forth from Jacob, a scepter will rise from Israel, and shall crush through the forehead of Moab, and tear down all the sons of Sheth…” The oracle continues from verse 18 through verse 24.
· This oracle is a dual prophecy. Balaam prophetically foretold of the victories of Israel against their enemies through their natural generations. But it also is a Messianic prophecy, foretelling of the coming Messiah, the victories He would win, and the ushering in of the eternal promised land through the victories of Christ.
· Chapter 24 ends with “Then Balaam arose and departed and returned to his place, and Balak also went his way.

Question: What does Balaam’s consistent response to King Balak teach us about how we should respond to authority figures who attempt to require us to act against what we know of God?

Question: What does Balam’s inner battle of his personal desires vs. his personal commitment to, “what God speaks, that is what I’ll speak”, tell us about inner struggles we may have?

Chapter 25 – Sexual Immorality and Idolatry with the Women of Moab

Shittim, or by its full name, “Abelshittim”, was a place in the plains of Moab. So called because of the abundance of shittim wood also known as the acacia tree, which was often mentioned in the building of the tabernacle. This was the final station in the wilderness and they abode there until the death of Moses. They were literally on the borders of Canaan, their entrance into the Promised Land.
· Here, the men of Israel fell into sexual immorality and pagan worship with the “daughters of Moab”. And again, the LORD was angered.
· First, God commanded Moses to gather all the leaders of the people and execute them, in broad daylight, so the _____________________ of the LORD may be turned away from Israel.
· Secondly, God sent a plague into the camp of the Children of Israel that took the lives of 24,000, _____________ in one day alone.
· One of the sons of Israel very openly brought a ___________________ woman to his relatives in the midst of the congregation mourning the deaths of their leaders at God’s command.
· Phinehas followed them into the man’s tent and killed both the son of Israel and the Midianite woman. This act turned away ______________________________ from the Children of Israel, and the plague was stopped in their midst.
· The _____________ of Phinehas cause God to establish a covenant of peace and perpetual priesthood with Phinehas and his descendants.
· God then commands Moses to be “hostile toward the Midianites” and retaliate against them because of their hostility toward Moses and the Children of Israel, and the fact that the Midianite woman in the story above was also the daughter of the ________________ of Midian.

Chapter 26 The Second Census
· We actually covered this chapter early in the study, but I want to remind us of a couple of key points.
· Let’s also look at the text regarding a very key component of this census.

Num 26:63-65 NASB  These are those who were numbered by Moses and Eleazar the priest, who numbered the sons of Israel in the plains of Moab by the Jordan at Jericho.  (64)  But among these there was not a man of those who were numbered by Moses and Aaron the priest, who numbered the sons of Israel in the wilderness of Sinai.  (65)  For the LORD had said of them, "They shall surely die in the wilderness." And not a man was left of them, except Caleb the son of Jephunneh and Joshua the son of Nun.

We will continue next week with chapters 27-30.


