Session 8: Revelation 19:6–20:15
SESSION GOALS
Main Idea: Jesus’s final victory over sin inspires us to remain faithful to him in our present troubles.

Head Change: To know that Jesus will return to Earth as both a bridegroom and a conqueror.

Heart Change: To feel excited about Jesus’s certain victory over evil.

﻿Life Change: To model for others the peacefulness Jesus will bring when he returns.
OPEN
What’s your favorite memory of being at a wedding?
 
From the newlyweds’ joy to the guests’ celebrations, there are few things as enjoyable as a wedding. No matter how we showcase our joy—dancing, gift-giving, or sharing a meal—we all get to participate in the celebration.

In this session, Dr. Evans will describe a heavenly wedding feast as Christ returns to Earth for his bride, the church. Though Revelation has depicted various cycles of judgment and opportunities for repentance, these chapters are the end of the line for all opposition to God and his bride.

READ
Read Revelation 19:7–9; 20:1–6.

WATCH VIDEO
Before viewing the session, here are a few important things to look for in Dr. Evans’s teaching. As you watch, pay attention to how he answers the following questions:

What image does Scripture use to describe the millennial reign of Christ?
 
What tools are at our disposal when confronting evil?
 
How does Dr. Evans describe what awaits unbelievers in final judgment?

Watch Session 8: Revelation 19:6–20:15 (12 minutes).

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
1. Do you often think of Jesus’s relationship with his church as a marriage? Why, or why not? What might change in your prayers if this image of Jesus’s relationship to the church was front of mind?

Before the final defeat of evil and the establishment of Jesus’s kingdom on earth, we read about a wedding celebration between Jesus and his followers. Read Revelation 19:7–10.

2. What excites you most about being with Jesus forever? How will your relationship with him change? What will stay the same?

The beginning of chapter 20 emphasizes the “thousand years” when the dragon—Satan—is bound and Jesus rules with his resurrected followers. Read Revelation 20:4–6.

3. What images come to your mind when you think of eternity? What assumptions do we have about what our bodies will be like in eternity? In what ways is the vision in Revelation different from what pop culture thinks heaven will be like?

4. What might change in the world if Jesus was ruling on Earth today? In what ways can we, the church, foreshadow this reality even now?

Although things during Jesus’s earthly kingdom seem peaceful, they’re not perfect—as evidenced by the final rebellion against his rule. Read Revelation 20:7–10.

5. How is it that people reject Jesus when he’s physically ruling on Earth? What does it look like for us—even as his followers—to reject his rule over us now?

6. What are you looking forward to most about Satan’s complete removal from influence and power in the world? In what ways has Satan already been restrained by the work of Jesus on the cross and in his resurrection?

Following Satan’s defeat, the dead are resurrected to encounter judgment. Although Satan and his spiritual allies are fully defeated, all humans are resurrected to give an account of their actions. Read Revelation 20:11–15.

7. What comes to your mind when you imagine being separated from God?

LAST WORD
The marriage supper of the lamb and the millennial reign of Christ reveal the tension between the “already, not yet” dynamic of the kingdom of God. Although Jesus conquered sin and death through his death and resurrection, we still long for him to come back and make visible what we know to be true.

We must remember that even when it looks like evil has won, our God is working toward a day when even the thought of evil will be a distant memory. Our king will come again and will finally set everything right.
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